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INTRODUCTION

H ave you ever taken an inventory of your prayers? You probably
pray for people who are sick, your church and its leaders, the lost, mission-
aries, and the grieving. You may pray that our society will improve. | have been
a pastor for over fifty years and in most of the prayer meetings | have attended,
these are the things that are usually shared. You should be praying for these
things. You should pray for your own needs: your problems, desires, and family.
Also include praise to God for who He is, thanks to Him for all He has done for
you, and confession of your sins.

The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 6:18 “ . . . always keep on praying for all the
saints.” In the Bible a saint is not a super Christian but any Christian. Paul means
our fellow believers. You pray for their material, physical, and emotional need:s.
Yet many believers pray very little for their fellow believers’ spiritual needs. There
is seldom a prayer shared for fellow believers to grow in their faith, in Christlike-
ness, and in becoming effective disciples of the Lord Jesus.

“What should we pray for our fellow believers?”

The Bible gives an answer. In this devotional guide you will find what Paul prayed
for the members in some New Testament churches. In Philippians 4:9a Paul said,
“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me —put
itinfo practice.” Paul’s prayers for his fellow believers provide a pattern for us as
we pray for one another.

Imagine the renewal your church will experience if such prayers
are prayed and answered.
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NOTES

Day 1 Pray for Lost Church Members
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:16-19

"So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith . .. ."
Ephesians 3:17a (ESV)

Not all church members have truly put their faith in Christ. Some grew up in
the church and have learned the Bible and how to talk and behave as
Christians. They may have joined the church and even been baptized. They
may be active in the church as adults and even hold leadership positions. But
they have never been convicted of their sin and repented. Or they just
cannot bring themselves to surrender to Christ's lordship. They are not
saved. Are you one of them?

If you have really been convicted of your sin, repented, and put your faith in
Christ, pray for those in your church who may not have done so. Pray that
Christ will overcome the power of Satan in the lost persons' lives. Ask that
God would give them spiritual enlightenment so that they will recognize their
true condition. Ask that the Holy Spirit will convict them of sin,
righteousness, and judgment and that God will draw them to himself. Pray
that when the gospel is shared, they will hear, personally understand, and
repent. Pray that they will then have the courage to make their decision
public, which can be an incentive for other lost church members to do
likewise.

Prayer

Pray first that you will not have a judgmental attitude. Then pray that those
who are lost members in your church will come to repentance and accept
Christ as their Lord and Savior.
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NOTES

Day 2 Strengthened by the Holy Spirit

Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:16

" ... that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being . . . ."

Americans spend billions of dollars on weight control, personal trainers,
fitness machines, and power diets. The goal is outward fitness. We want
healthy bodies and well-developed minds. These are good goals for our
outward lives. But we also should strive for inner fitness—to be strong
spiritually. Such fitness gives an eternal benefit.

1 Timothy 4:8 says, " . . . for while bodily training is of some value, godliness
is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for
the life to come."

Trainers today speak about a person’s “core” strength. We are to build the
rest of our muscles on it. What gives us core strength spiritually? God's Holy
Spirit within us!

We are strengthened spiritually by God's power. This inner strength is not
something we produce on our own, either by good deeds or religious
practices. It is given to us by God. The Holy Spirit gives us strength when we
face temptations or when we struggle with problems. As believers we have
the power of the Holy Spirit to turn from temptation, live lives pleasing to
God, share about Jesus, and minister to the needs of others. Your church has
the power to be the family of God, a house of prayer for all people, and the
body of Christ in your community.

Prayer

Pray that you will be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your
inner being. Pray the same for your fellow church members.
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Day 3 Rooted and Grounded in Love
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:17b

" ...that you, being rooted and grounded in love....."

"Rooted” is a horticultural term meaning the bed in which plants are set.
“Grounded” is the language of architecture and indicates the strong base on
which the whole building is built. Think of the inner strength of an oak tree
that enables it to withstand the forces of wind and nature. Think of the
structural core of a skyscraper that enables it to stand straight and tall even
during earthquakes. In Christ, we can have a core strength that can
withstand and overcome all the opposing forces that we might encounter.

Notice that God's love is both the ground in which we grow spiritually and
the foundation on which our Christian lives are built. This is not human love,
but the love God showed in giving Jesus to die on the cross for us. This is
not a love we can produce ourselves. Rather it is a love that God has given to
us. It is a love which helps us grow spiritually, enables us to minister in Jesus’
name, and empowers us to live life to the fullest.

Can you imagine the stability, unity, fellowship, and power of your church

when it is rooted and grounded in love? Imagine how attractive such a place
would be to those outside the church.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will all be rooted and
grounded in the love of God.

0 AUTHOR: Ken Harmon
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NOTES

Day 4 Know the Vastness of Christ’s Love
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:17b-18

“...thatyou, ... may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what
is the breadth and length and height and depth ... ."

In these verses Paul wants us to grasp the meaning of the breadth, depth,
length, and height of Christ's love. It is wide enough to reach the woman
taken in adultery, an unclean leper, questioning Nicodemus, the hungry
multitude, little children, those who crucified him, and Simon Peter who
denied him. His love is wide enough to wrap his arms around you and draw
you out of your sin, deliver you from hell, and bring you to himself.

His love was long enough to go to Bethlehem, to Jerusalem, to Gethsemane,
to the cross, into the grave, and out of it.

His love is deep enough to reach the most foul, mean-spirited sinner and
make him or her a child of God. It is deep enough to reach you in your sin,
despair, rebellion, or darkness and draw you into his forgiveness, hope,
obedience, and light. It is deep enough to go with you as you walk through
the valley of the shadow of death—as you face your own death or when you
lose a loved one.

His love is high enough to raise you up so that you can be more than you
ever thought you could be, do more than you ever thought you could do,
and love more than you ever thought you could love. It is high enough to
raise you up and make you God's blameless, beloved child.

Prayer

Pray that everyone in your church will know how wide, long, high, and deep
the love of Christ is.
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NOTES

Day 5 Know Personally Christ’s Love
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:19

“...and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge . . ."

Here is a question to ponder: How can you know something that surpasses
knowledge? What did Paul mean when he spoke of knowing the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge? Maybe he meant that we can never
comprehend with our human minds the vastness of Christ's love.

But maybe he meant something else. Maybe he was speaking of head
knowledge versus heart knowledge; the knowledge that comes by
experiencing something personally rather than just knowing about it. | can
know with my head the knowledge that a wife loves her husband and does
certain things for him. But it is quite a different thing to have my wife walk
by me and run her hand over my shoulder, or smile at me when | enter the
room, or say “l love you" as she gives me a hug.

Likewise, we know the love of Christ in our experiences of being loved by
him. We understand Christ's love when we have been convicted of our sin
and experienced his forgiveness. We grasp it when we have the burden of
our guilt taken away and when we catch a glimpse of what heaven is like. We
understand it when we see our prayers answered. We comprehend it more
as we share it with others in words of witness or acts of kindness, whether
with believers or unbelievers.

Prayer

Pray that you will know experientially the love of Christ and that your fellow
church members will know it as well.
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NOTES

Day 6 Pray for Abounding Love
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:3-11

4

“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, . . . ."
Philippians 1:9a (ESV)

The Apostle Paul started the church in Philippi with a woman named Lydia
and several other converts. The church was loyal to Paul and provided for
him financial and moral support. The church was very dear to him and
brought him joy. What he prayed for them in verses 9-11 suggest things we
can pray for each other in our church.

First, Paul prayed that their love would abound more and more. He was
speaking of the Christ-like love, which in the New Testament is called agape.
Seminary professor Frank Stagg said it means to relate to others for their
good, regardless of the cost or consequences to oneself. It is the opposite of
self-centeredness. It is loving other people, not because they are lovable, but
because they need love.

Such love is not something we can produce in our lives through our own
efforts. It is the result of the Holy Spirit's work in us. Romans 5:5b says,
“God'’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.” We grow in our love for one another as we permit God to
give us the ability to love.

If we allow God's love to flow into us and through us, we will be concerned
for one another, help one another, forgive one another, and destroy the

record, because love keeps no record of wrongs (1 Corinthians 13:5).

Note: such love is to abound. It is not stingy but over-flowing.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will be abounding in Christ-
like of love.
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NOTES

Day 7 Knowledge and Discernment
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:9

"And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, .. .."

The knowledge here refers first to knowledge about God. We know about
God because of what the Bible teaches us about Him. We also know about
God from our experiences with Him. We do not understand much about God
until we have experienced God's forgiveness of our sins and His making each
of us his child. Then we understand the depth of God's love.

If you have experienced the love of God, you can then show God'’s love to
others. How do you see others? Do you see them through the eyes of God's
love or through the eyes of jealousy, envy, or anger? If you have experienced
the love of God through the mercy and grace He has given you, then you see
others through the eyes of love and extend to them mercy and grace.

We are also to love with discernment. If you really love someone, you try to
understand them. We should be informed about their real needs, their
desires, and their feelings, opinions, and concerns. Think about the different
ways Jesus loved people. He expressed His love to the leper by touching the
“untouchable,” to shunned Zacchaeus by eating with Him, to the woman
caught in adultery by not condemning her and advising her to sin no more,
and to the hungry multitude by feeding them. We should always be willing
to show abounding, discerning love toward others.

Prayer

Pray that the members of your congregation, yourself included, will abound
in an understanding, sympathetic, and accepting love for each other.
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NOTES

Day 8 Approve What is Excellent
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:10a

“...so that you may approve what is excellent, ... ."

Yesterday we thought of discernment in relationship to people. We are to
discern their real needs so that we can love them effectively. Today we are
thinking about discerning value in ideas and behaviors. Though we are not
to be judgmental of people, we are to judge ideas and behaviors. Some
ideas and behaviors are valuable, and some are not. Some are good and
some bad, some true and some false, some add to life, and some take away.
We are to confirm, test, and make sure something is true, moral, and
beneficial.

Paul reminds us to approve what is excellent. The Greek phrase translated
"approve what is excellent” can means “to prove by testing the things that
differ.” You cannot approve what is excellent unless you can distinguish the
things that differ. The idea is to be able to distinguish what is vital.
Sometimes the believers in Philippi had quarrels with each other. More than
likely, as was true in the church at Corinth, they were quarreling over
inconsequential matters. Paul is giving a call to approve what is excellent,
what really matters.

Does your church experience quarrel that really do not matter? Many do.
Churches quarrel over the color of carpet, who should clean up after a social,
and even Christmas decorations. Things that do not matter a bit to a lost
world or even to the Lord Jesus.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow believers will not get caught up in
inconsequential arguments that hinder both the work and the fellowship of
the church. Pray that instead there will be approval of what is excellent in
Christ's eyes.
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NOTES

Day 9 Be Pure and Blameless
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:10

... be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, . . ."

There had once been gold in the area of Philippi. Since other metals can be
alloyed with gold, the value of an object made with gold can vary according
to the actual amount of gold in the object. Pure gold is highly valuable.

As believers, our lives are to be pure. We want pure air to breath, pure water
to drink, pure food to eat. Why, then, do we fill our minds and lives with
what in impure, sinful, and polluting? The Bible depicts the church as the
bride of Christ. Yet sometimes we flirt with other gods and engage in
immoral behaviors. Would you want your intended mate to be impure?

We are also to be blameless. If we are honest with ourselves, that seems
almost impossible, because we know we are not without fault. Remember
that we are made blameless before God because we have accepted Jesus as
our Savior. See Colossians 1:22. Now consider Philippians 2:14-15, “Do all
things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, ...." To
be blameless do not grumble or dispute with others, causing disruption in
the fellowship of the church.

Remember, we are living in light of the day of Christ, that is, His return.

When He comes back, He should find us ready for the marriage supper of the
Lamb and living in harmony with one another.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will be pure for Christ and
blameless in our relationships with one another.
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NOTES

Day 10 Filled With the Fruit of Righteousness
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:11

" ... filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God."

Paul prayed that the members of the church in Philippi would be filled with
the fruit of righteousness. Paul knew that we are made righteous by the work
of Christ. Paul wanted to be found in Christ “not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith . . ." (Philippians
3:9). We have righteousness before God because he gives it to us when we
believe in Christ.

But then God begins to actually make us righteous. That happens as Christ in
us begins to produce the fruit of righteousness through us. John 15:5 makes
it clear, "I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing."

Our righteous behavior is more than just doing good things for others or
engaging in church activities. It is not obeying rules or a self-improvement
program. It comes from having Jesus in our hearts and allowing Him to live
His life through us. When that happens, the resulting righteousness will not
be self-praise or our praising each other. Instead, it will result in glory and
praise to God.

Prayer

Ask God to help you abide in Christ and to allow you to let Christ abide in
you. Pray the same for your fellow church members. Then you will begin to
have a truly righteousness church that brings glory to God.
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NOTES

Day 11 Knowledge of God's Will
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:9

... asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will . ..." (ESV)

In chapter 1 of Colossians, we have another prayer that Paul prayed for one
of his churches, this one the church at Colossae. In some ways his prayer is
similar to one the one for the Philippian Christians, but there are differences.

In verse nine, Paul prayed that the Colossians would have a knowledge of
God's will. Some say we cannot know God's will. But God makes his will very
plain in the Bible.

We find God's will in the two greatest commandments (Matthew 22:37-39):
we are to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind and to love our
neighbor as ourself. Jesus tells us in John 6:40 that everyone who believes in
the Son should have eternal life. The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17)
give us ten things that are the will of God. As believers, we are to make
disciples of the people around us and assist others to make disciples around
the world (Matthew 28:19-20). Paul’s letters tell believers the will of God
concerning their relationship with one another. Believers are to live in
harmony with, love, honor, accept, encourage, serve, be kind and
compassionate to, and forgive one another.

To be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, turn to the Bible. It is full of
what God's Will is for us and for others.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will continually gain
knowledge of the Will of God as you hear and read God's Word. Ask that all
of you will not just know but do the Will of God.
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NOTES

Day 12 Spiritual Wisdom and Understanding
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:9

"

“...in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, . . ..

Generally speaking, most Americans, even church going ones, have little
spiritual wisdom and understanding. At the heart of the issue is that we have
lost our fear of the Lord. Psalm 11:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom; all those who practice it have good understanding.” Proverbs
9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the holy one is insight."

We think we can make our own rules and ignore God's laws. We assume we
are all going to heaven and cast aside consideration of the judgment and
hell. We forget that we will all have to give an account of ourselves to God.
Chasing passing things and ignoring eternal things, we are in danger of
gaining worldly things and losing our own souls. The remedy? Fearing him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell (Matthew 10:28).

Lost people need to fear the Lord so that they can repent and turn to Christ
for forgiveness and salvation. Believers need to fear the Lord because we will
have to give an account of ourselves to Him.

Do you have a healthy fear of the Lord? Remember, He is burning holiness.

We are only fit to come into His presence because Jesus lets His
righteousness count for us.

Prayer

Ask God to help you examine your own life and see if there is a lack of
respect for Him and His power. Make sure you are not treating eternal
matters casually. Only then, pray for yourself and your fellow church
members to have spiritual wisdom and understanding that guides your
values, choices, and behaviors.
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NOTES

Day 13 Walk Worthy of the Lord

Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:10

“...walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, ... ."

Believers are to live a life worthy of the Lord, a life that brings value to his
name. Unfortunately, many believers do not do so. They get caught up in
things such as pride, pornography, greed, anger, selfishness, and prejudice.
They seem to unbelievers just like the everyone else. Therefore, unbelievers
do not see a need to become Christians.

Paul calls us to walk (to lead a life) in a manner that honors Christ. He used
the term “to walk” more than thirty times in his epistles. He is calling us to
live in a way that exalts Jesus.

Walking involves both direction and progress. A Christian should be a
person on the move. There is to be growth in the Christian's life and in
churches. A man | know became a missionary. After thirty years he retired
and returned to his home church. A church member said to him, “Welcome
back. You will find that nothing has changed.” What a terrible indictment of
a church or an individual Christian! A church should change to reach more
people. A Christian should continually be growing more Christlike. Anything
less is not walking in a manner worthy of the Lord.

Prayer

Pray that you and the fellow believers in your church will live a life worthy of
the Lord. Ask that your lives will not be a hindrance to unbelievers but will
show the beauty and power of Christ. Pray that your church will be willing to
change to be attractive to unbelievers rather than just stay the same because
it suits you that way.
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NOTES

Day 14 Fully Pleasing to Jesus
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:10a

In John 8:29b Jesus said, "l always do the things that are pleasing to Him
[God the Father].” He set the example for us. Paul told us in Ephesians 5:10,
“try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” In 2 Corinthians 5:9 he said, “we
make it our aim to please Him."

As | am writing this it is only three weeks since my wife died. God gave us 51
wonderful years together. She was truly the Proverbs 31 wife who was “far
more precious that rubies.” Because | loved her, it was my goal to please her.
Because she loved me, it was her goal to please me. If we love Jesus, it will
be our goal to please him.

What does pleasing Jesus involve? Using the Bible, you could probably make
your own list. In the ESV translation of Colossians 1:10 there is a colon after
the phrase “fully pleasing to Him.” | think Paul was suggesting it pleases God
to do the things he listed next: bearing fruit in every good work, increasing in
the knowledge of God, being strengthened with God's might, having
endurance, patience, and joy, and giving thanks to God.

In 1 Timothy 2:1-3 Paul says that praying is pleasing in God's sight. Keep

praying for your fellow church members as you continue through this guide,
for that is surely pleasing to our good and gracious God.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will make it your goal to
please Jesus.
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NOTES

Day 15 Fruit Bearing
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:10b

" ... bearing fruit in every good work . . ."

In John 15 we have Jesus' teaching on bearing fruit using the analogy of a
grape vine. In these verses Jesus tells us: we will be cut off if we do not bear
fruit and be pruned to enable us to bear more fruit (v. 2); that to bear fruit we
must abide in Him (vv. 4-5); and by bearing much fruit God is glorified (v. 8).

If you owned an apple orchard and several trees never produced any apples,
what would you do? You would get rid of them. We are to bear fruit for the
Lord. To do so, we must abide in Jesus. We are attached by grace to Jesus;
He has pronounced us clean when we confessed our sins. But we must
remain in Him so that He will bear fruit through us.

A grapevine must be pruned to bear grapes. We must be pruned to bear
spiritual fruit. Sin must be pruned way. So should distractions and
meaningless pursuits that may not be evil but keep us from bearing fruit.
Attitudes such as jealousy, pride, greed, and self-centeredness must go.
Sometimes God prunes churches. Churches can devolve into “spiritual
country clubs” where the focus becomes a place to meet friends, be
comfortable, and have things our way.

What are the fruits that need to be produced? Grapevines produce grapes,
peach trees produce peaches, and believers should produce other believers.
We are also to produce the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and the fruit
of righteousness (Philippians 1:11).

Prayer

Pray that the members of your church will abide in Jesus so that He can
produce the fruit He expects through them.
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NOTES

Day 16 Growing in the Knowledge of God
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

“...and increasing in the knowledge of God; ... ."

Rather it is growing in a knowledge of God himself. You learn more about a
person’s character as you spend time with him or her. | grew in the
knowledge of my wife by living with her and experiencing how she treated
me. We grow in our knowledge of God by living our lives in his presence.
Then we learn more about his character, ways, faithfulness, forgiveness, and
love.

Note this is not a repetition of growing in the knowledge of God's Will.

The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah understood this. In Jeremiah 31:33-34
God says, "l will put my law within them, and | will write it on their

hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know

the LorDp, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
declares the LorD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin
no more.”

The essence of the Christian life is not just knowing about God. It is knowing
God personally. You can know about bread and still starve to death. You can
know all the facts about Christ and Christianity and remain spiritually dead.
Jesus said in John 17:3, "And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent." It is a relationship, not a
religion, that saves you. Do you know the Lord or just know about Him?

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will truly know the Lord.
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Day 17 Strengthened with God's Power
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

" ...strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, ... ."

You may have seen a Soap Box Derby on TV. It is a youth racing program.
The cars race downhill since they are completely unpowered, relying on
gravity to move. Contrast that with the Indianapolis 500 or NASCAR races.
The cars that race in them have hundreds of horsepower.

Even after we become believers, Satan wants us to spend our lives coasting
down-hill. But following the Lord Jesus is an up-hill race. Where do we get
the power to live in a way that pleases him and bears fruit for him?

Here is the good news—God supplies the power. Ephesians 1:19-20 tells us
that Jesus’ followers have “the immeasurable greatness of His power toward
us who believe according to the working of His great might that He worked
in Christ when He raised Him for the dead and seated Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places, ... ."

Just think, we have resurrection power! The same power that raised Jesus
from the dead is able to make us alive together with Christ and empower us
to live triumphantly for Him. No longer do we need to slowly coast downhill.
We have race-car-engine power to enable us to live lives that count for
Christ, both in the church and in the world.

Prayer

Pray first that you will open yourself to the power of God in every part of
your life. Ask that those in church with you will open themselves to God's
power. Imagine what a church full of empowered believers would be like.

@ AUTHOR: Ken Harmon
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NOTES

Day 18 Endurance
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

" ...for all endurance....”

When | was in high school, | ran cross country. A cross country race at that
time was somewhat like a mini-marathon, only you were running through the
country side and not on streets. In such a race, endurance is more important
that speed.

Living the Christian life takes endurance. Endurance is the believer's stance
toward the difficult circumstances of life. Just living in this fallen world
means that we likely will face difficult times in our marriages, through illness,
in economic struggles, or even in our relationships in the church. We will
also struggle with temptations and the allure of worldly things. If we follow
Jesus faithfully, seeking to live out the will of God, we will be challenged by
those who do not understand our commitment. In the face of all these
things we need endurance. Endurance means keeping on even when the way
is difficult and painful.

Perhaps Hebrews 12:1-2 says it best: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before

us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Luke 18:1 shows us the secret of enduring (not giving up): “And he [Jesus]

told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.”

Prayer

Pray that the people who make up your congregation will have endurance,
will pray, and will not lose heart.
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Day 19 Patience
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

“...so that you may have... patience...."

Two thoughts come to mind when we think of patience. One has to do with
patiently waiting on the return of the Lord Jesus. James 5:7-8 instructs us,
“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it
receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”

The second has to do with how we relate to others. We are to be patient
with them. People, even our fellow church members, can be grumpy,
unpleasant, thoughtless, and even cruel. Later in Colossians Paul writes, "Put
on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, . . . patience, bearing with
one another, . ..." (Colossians 3:12-13a). We are to be willing to “put up
with” one another in the best sense of that idea.

Think of how many times you have disappointed or failed the Lord Jesus
through what you did that you should not have done or did not do what you
should have done. He has been patient with you over and over. Show that
same patience to your brothers and sisters in Christ

Prayer

Ask God to grant you and your church family patience to wait in hope for the
Lord and strength to be patient with each other.
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Day 20 Joy

Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11b-12b

... with joy; giving thanks to the Father, ...."

A boy was visiting his grandfather. His grandfather was known as a very
religious man, and was strict, rigid, and dour. After being in his presence
awhile, the boy wandered out to the barn and the first animal he saw was a
long-faced mule. The boy said, "I see you have grandpa's religion too."

Too many church members see their religion as a burdensome obligation
rather than the joyful experience the Bible shows it to be. Look at a
concordance and be amazed at how many times the Bible speaks of joy or
being joyful.

Here are just a few examples: "In your presence there is fullness of joy," Psalm
16:11; "God my exceeding joy," Psalm 43:4; "reap with shouts of joy," Psalm
126:5; For the ransomed of the Lord, "Everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads," Isaiah 35:10; Jesus said, "These things | have spoken to you, that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full" John 15:11; Paul said to the
Thessalonian Christians, "You are our glory and joy" 1 Thessalonians 2:20; and
Peter said, "Though you do not see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible" 1 Peter 1:8. Even when we are filled with sorrow,
Jesus reminds us our sorrow will be turned into joy (John 16:20), and that we
can even rejoice in persecution (Luke 6:23).

Look around you in a worship service and evaluate the amount of joy you
see. Examine your own life; how much joy is there?

Prayer

Pray that your life, the lives of your church family, and your whole church will
be filled with joy.
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14-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT GRACE:
“God’s Grace & The Believer’s Acts”

NOTES

Day 1 Learners and Practitioners
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 1:7

“To all who are in Rome, loved by God, called as saints. Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (NAS)

Christians are identifiable by two qualities: 1) We are loved by God, and 2)
We are called as saints. God loves us. He calls us to a life that is set apart to
Him. Because of those two truths we share in God’s grace and in the peace
that His grace produces in us.

Paul, thus, opens his letter to the Romans. The first seven verses are packed
with doctrinal truth. They set the tone for the rest of his letter.

Here are some of the identifiable doctrines in the first seven verses: election,
holiness, the gospel, prophecy, Scripture, Lordship of Christ, promise and
fulfillment, Spirit, grace, apostleship, obedience, faith, and peace.

The point is that those whom God loves, those whom God has called to be
set apart to Him for His service, are to be a people of truth, which means we
have much to learn. To be effective in our service to God, we must be
learners of God's truth. And then, we are to be practitioners of God’s truths.
One of the foundations for revitalization, whether for an individual or a
church as a whole, is to be a learner-practitioner of the truths of God found
in His Word.

Prayer

Lord, help me today to be a learner of Your truths, so that | may then be a
practitioner of Your truths, so that | may be useful in the work of Your
Kingdom. In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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NOTES

Day 2 Rejoice in Affliction?
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 5:3-4

“And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that
dffliction produces endurance, endurance produces proven character, and
proven character produces hope.”

Some might read the verses above and conclude that Paul was off his rocker,
so to speak. Who in their right mind would rejoice in their afflictions?
Affliction is not normally associated with something positive.

Paul does not necessarily see affliction as positive. More accurately, he sees
the outcome as positive. It produces endurance and character, and that in
turn produces a hope that does not disappoint but instead encourages and
enables us to keep going. So, we do not rejoice over our afflictions, but we
do rejoice over what they produce.

The first two-years for a new missionary in Japan are committed to full-time
language study. It may even take four years. Studying Japanese, for many
missionaries, can be one of the greatest afflictions they have ever known. But
they do survive. Then, they thrive, and eventually they can communicate the
truths of God to Japanese people in their heart language. Affliction was part
of the process for getting there, and missionaries in Japan will often say that
they cherish that language-learning experience.

In your personal walk with God, and in your walk as a church, do not focus on

your afflictions. Endure them. See beyond them to eventual outcomes. That is
what will take you to hope and lead you to rejoice. Eventually.

Prayer

Lord, teach me to value affliction for its ultimate outcome in my life, and help
the church | am part of also recognize that the afflictions we experience in
revitalization processes are going to create something truly good and
positive. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Day 3 Just “Faith” It
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 6:11

“So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus”

This is Paul's first command in his letter to the Romans. The verb “consider” is
plural and in the imperative. So, it is a command from the Holy Spirit
intended for all believers.

Earlier, Paul teaches that we were dead to God and alive to sin as part of this
world. We were spiritually dead. Stone cold dead. When we believed in Jesus,
however, we then died to sin and became alive to God through His grace.
Paul also says that baptism (by immersion) portrays this death and
resurrection. So, now that the situation is reversed, and we are dead to sin,
we are alive to God in Christ Jesus. That means we are to live our lives as
those alive to God.

How are we supposed to do this? Simply put: We are to consider ourselves
dead to sin and alive to God. So, that's it? Just consider it?

More specifically, we “faith” it. Literally, the word “consider” means “to count
it.” That is, the money is deposited, so count it. This means we count it as a
done deal on the basis of faith. We accept it as a genuine reality by faith that
we are dead to sin and live to God. We faith it, and we then live our lives on
the basis of that reality.

Prayer

Lord, by faith | count it as reality that | am dead to sin and alive unto You. |
commit to live this day and each day in that freedom so that my life will
honor You and serve as a testimony to the lost of what is truly possible. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

B@ AautHoR: Charles Westbrook



14-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT GRACE:
“God’s Grace & The Believer’s Acts”

NOTES

Day 4 Free to Choose
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 8:5

“For those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their minds set on the
things of the Spirit.”

People have a choice. We can follow a life oriented around the physical, or
we can choose a lifestyle oriented around the spiritual. Paul added that living
on the basis of the physical is death. That's because the physical is temporary.
Living a life based on the spiritual is life and peace because the spiritual is
eternal.

So, there is a choice, and we are free to choose. To choose a life oriented
around the Holy Spirit, we must have the ability, the power to make that
choice in such a way that it actually happens. So, how do we do that?

Here's the reality: the Spirit Himself enables us to decide. If we have the
desire to live life in the Spirit, He will enable us to make that decision. The
Spirit then “seals” us in this decision. The Spirit becomes the "guarantee” of
life in the Spirit, a life that is eternal and characterized by joy and peace.

Choose to live according to the Spirit. That is the path that leads to peace,
joy, love — the fruit of the Spirit. Living according to the Spirit is an absolute
essential for a spiritually effective life, and it is an essential ingredient for all
who may be involved in the revitalization of a church.

Prayer

Lord, | live in this physical world, but | choose in the power of Your Spirit to
live according to Your Spirit rather than according to the physical. Enable me
to live in this way. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Day 5 Groaning in Hope
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 8:23

“Not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the first fruits — we also
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies.”

This may sound negative, maybe even cynical, but one reality that appears to
connect all of the creation is: Groaning. Paul says that the entire creation is
groaning.

Groaning comes from suffering. Suffering comes from pain and discomfort
that is, in reality, the result of God's judgment on human sin. Thus, our fallen
human condition produces groaning, which is pointed toward the hope for
something better to come. Thus, it is also true that this suffering-produced
groaning points us toward a groaning for hope, a deep, heart-felt almost
inexpressible desire to experience the full redemption promised in Christ. We
“groan” for that. One reason for this is because the Holy Spirit within us
groans before the Father and the Son on our behalf for the fulfillment of the
hope He has given us in Christ.

We hope for something yet unseen, which is why it is called hope. We,
therefore, wait patiently, believing that God will bring this to fruition in His
time.

This same groaning we experience individually is also something churches
need to experience corporately if genuine revitalization is to take place. It is
indispensable. Are you, in your church, groaning for the fulfillment of the
hope you have for the full revitalization of your church?

Prayer

Lord, in this day, may each of us acknowledge this inward groaning from
Your Spirit, and may we also as Your church in this world groan in the hope
for the full revitalization of Your church. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

B@ AautHoR: Charles Westbrook
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NOTES

Day 6 The Transformation of Mercy and Grace
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 12:2

“Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect
will of God.”

God's mercy accomplished our salvation through the blood of Christ. Mercy
means to look past someone’s faults to see their potential and possibility,
and then treat that person on that basis rather than on their faults. Mercy
looks beyond surface realities to what can be. A great thought, but what does
it mean for us?

First, it means we must not conform to this age, meaning, not to give in and
follow the values of unbelievers. Rather, we follow God's truth. Our society
and culture will pressure us to conform to their values, primarily because they
need to justify their behaviors, their existence, to convince themselves they
have purpose, to avoid the ravages of guilt. We must not conform to that.

Second, it means we must be transformed instead. The Holy Spirit does this
work of transformation by renewing, by making our minds new. This
transformation is not just some esoteric life principle but is practical, real, and
visual. We see it in the exercise of our spiritual gifts. It is love expressed as
service. As we carry out our spiritual gifts, we are expressing love for God and
others.

On the foundation of God's grace and mercy, reject conformity to this age,

and submit your mind to the transforming work of God's Spirit. All levels of
revitalization require that we follow this path.

Prayer

Lord, show us the reality of this truth, and help us to follow this path for the
sake of Your Kingdom and glory and Your church. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Day 7 The God of Hope
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 15:13

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

What a verse! Look at the range of theological concepts: God, hope, joy,
peace, faith, power, Holy Spirit. This is a Pauline benediction to the Roman
believers, an expression of his hope for them and for their church. He prays
that the God of hope would overflow hope in them by the power of the Holy
Spirit so they would know joy and peace through their faith in Christ. Isn't
that something every individual and church needs?

Consider these understandings:
Hope - the absolute certainty of our future with God.
Joy — exuberance produced by hope, independent of circumstances.
Peace — the state of being at rest with God, others and self through
reconciliation.
Faith - the unity with God that comes from believing.
Power — the explosive capacity of God's Spirit to achieve and
influence change.

The absolute future we have with God leads us to spiritual exuberance
independent of circumstances, so that we are fully at rest with God, others,
and ourselves because of the unity, the oneness, we have with Christ, sealed
by the capacity of God's Spirit to transform us and achieve the will of God in
us.

This describes an individual Christian in personal revival, and it describes a

church that is in the process of revitalization. May it be true for us individually
and for our churches.

Prayer

ord, God of hope, create in me and in Your church this overflow of hope so
that we may live out this joy as our testimony to Your grace and power. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Day 8 The True Resource for Revitalization
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 3:6

“But Peter said, ‘I don't have silver or gold, but what I do have | give you: In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”

A man lame from birth was daily taken to the temple gate to beg from those
entering. When Peter and John were entering, he asked them for money.
They looked straight at him and told him to look at them. That is when Peter
made the statement in the verse above. Peter then healed the man in the
name of Jesus. Commotion followed. Then a sermon from Peter.

The church can no longer say, “Silver and gold have | none.” We are in a
better position financially to help those who suffer. Related to this, though,
sometimes it seems as though the church of today has an over-reliance on
resources. Zechariah 4:6 reminds us: “Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.” We certainly have a stewardship to give of the
resources God provides, but it is equally important, if not more so, to
remember that our primary Resource is the Spirit of God.

When it comes to revitalization, resources are important, but we must not
allow that to be determinative in our ministry and missions engagements. If
we are restricted to resources only, we cannot possibly carry out God's
purposes and plans. That can only be achieved when we rely on the Holy
Spirit for the power required. All other resources must be submitted to the
Holy Spirit.

Prayer

Lord, help us to learn to rely on Your Spirit alone as the true Resource for
revitalization. May we trust You to provide any other resources needed. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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NOTES

Day 9 Guilty of His Blood
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 5:38

“Didn’t we strictly order you not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this
man'’s blood.”

Peter got it, this blood thing. He had enough training in the Torah as a Jewish
boy that he understood its meaning. Later, when he wrote his first epistle he
said, "For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life
inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver and gold,
but with the precious blood of Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18)

Peter's response to the high priest was effective, but someone from our
century might have said, "What do you mean ‘make’ you guilty of His blood;
you ARE guilty of His blood.” These men made the decision to kill Jesus,
though technically the Romans killed Him. Here's what Peter said, “You
murdered Him, but God exalted Him to His right hand by raising Him from
the dead.”

The Sanhedrin had a different view. They believed His blood was on His own
head because they believed Jesus was a charlatan, an imposter, a messiah-
wannabe who got what He deserved. Their opinion was unchanged. So was
Peter’s opinion unchanged. They were guilt of His blood.

So are we, aren't we? Aren't we all guilty of His blood, in that His blood was

shed for our sins just as it was for theirs? The blood of the cross must always
be part of our proclamation if any revitalization is to take place.

Prayer

Lord, before You we plead the blood of Christ. In His Name. Amen.
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NOTES

Day 10 Stephen’s Story
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 7:56

“He said, 'Look, | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!"”

What an interesting young man, this Stephen. He was probably very young.
His name suggests a Hellenistic Jew who likely migrated to Israel. At some
point he became a believer, one of the first seven deacons, evidently “full of
the Spirit and wisdom.” He argued forcefully for Jesus as Messiah in the
Synagogue of the Freedmen. They finally reached total frustration and hauled
him in front of the Sanhedrin and accused him of speaking against the
Temple and the Law. The Sanhedrin allowed him to speak.

Interestingly, Stephen never mentioned the name of Jesus. He just reviewed
Israel’s history of rebellion and mistreating the prophets. They were with him
until he accused them of resisting the Holy Spirit and not keeping the Law.
His statement, "Look, | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God!" pushed them over the edge. That did it. They
dragged him outside the city and gathered stones. They laid their robes at
the feet of a young Pharisee named Saul of Tarsus as they then stoned
Stephen to death.

So, what does Stephen’s story have to do with church revitalization? Just this:
When it comes to revitalization, severe sacrifices may be required. Stephen’s
death served to advance the gospel. Then, secondly, never underestimate the
transformative power of God. It could be your greatest mistake. I'm speaking
here of Saul, not Stephen.

Prayer

Lord, help us to understand the costs that come with a revitalization, and
help us recognize Your ability to transform those You intend to use in that
revitalization. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Day 11 The Power of Prayer for Revitalization
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 12:11

“When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now | know for certain that the Lord
has sent His angel and rescued me from Herod'’s grasp and from all that the
Jewish people expected.”

The Christian movement declined in popularity, and a full persecution
ensued, resulting in a scattering of believers. A church was planted in
Antioch, and Barnabas and Saul became primary leaders. Because of a famine
in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Saul were dispatched with a relief offering. Herod
arrested James the brother of John and beheaded him. When he saw that this
pleased the Jews he arrested Peter and intended to execute him. Peter was
chained between two guards. Believers gathered at the home of Mary the
mother of John Mark to pray. An angel of the Lord, in a remarkable,
miraculous display of power, released Peter. Peter thought it was a vision, but
once outside the prison he “came to” and knew it was real. He then went to
the home of Mary, John Mark’s mother before departing.

So, who gathered for that prayer meeting? Well, Mary owned the house, so
we assume she was there with her son, John Mark. Rhoda, a servant girl is
named. No other names are mentioned, but since Barnabas and Saul were in
town, we might consider they were there. Probably some of the other
apostles were there as well.

This story of Peter’s miraculous release points us to the power associated

with prayer. When we think of church revitalization, we must recognize that
prayer must be infused into every part of that process.

Prayer

Lord, may every process of church revitalization be bathed in prayer. In Jesus’
Name. Amen.
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NOTES

Day 12 Trust the Spirit's Lead
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 16:6

“They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, they had been
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they came to
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.”

Early in Paul's second missionary journey, he, Silas, and Timothy traveled west
searching for a place to preach the gospel. They were following the Spirit's
lead. Surely, anyplace would do; everyone was lost. But they did not find a
place to develop an evangelistic ministry.

They first tried to go toward Ephesus. They Holy Spirit forbade that. Why?
With all those people there, surely that was a harvest field. It certainly would
be, but apparently it wasn't the time because the Spirit was laying some
foundations there through a man named Apollos. Paul did not know Apollos
at that time or that he was in Ephesus, but the Spirit did. So, they headed
northeast, only to be stopped by the Spirit of Jesus (the Holy Spirit). Why? It
seems that Peter was involved in work in Bithynia. So, Paul and company
went northwest to Troas where they met Luke, and from there they launched
the first mission trip to Europe.

In any revitalization, the Holy Spirit is working. We may or may not see or
know what He is doing. He may be building foundations for future ministry.
He may be preparing the way. We must never assume He is not working. We
simply must adjust, trust Him, and move forward whether we fully
understand or not.

Prayer

Lord, help us to trust that Your Spirit is at work in all the processes of church
revitalization. He us to follow Your lead. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
REVITALIZATION



14-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT GRACE:
“God’s Grace & The Believer’s Acts”

NOTES

Day 13 Look for Doors Already Open
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 16:40

“After leaving the jail, they came to Lydia’s house, where they saw and
encouraged the brothers and sisters, and departed.”

“They"” in this verse is Paul, Silas, and Timothy. Apparently, only Paul and Silas
were imprisoned at Philippi. Somehow Timothy and Luke escaped that. The
Philippian jailer, now a believer, took care of Paul and Silas’ wounds and
probably sent for Timothy and Luke. The city leaders requested they leave
Philippi once they apologized, since they had learned that Paul and Silas were
Roman citizens. They went to Lydia’s home to tell everyone goodbye and
then departed. Luke remained there.

Thus, the Philippian church was planted, a church that would have a special
relationship with Paul. So, who were the members of this church? We would
include Luke and Lydia and her household (let’s say 5-10 in her household).
Then, there's the Philippian jailer and his household who were all baptized
(again, let's say 5-10 in his household). So, that suggests the First Baptist
Church of Philippi was begun with 13-23 members. If the young lady who
was freed from a demon was part of it, that would mean 14-24. Not bad for a
church start.

It all started when Paul and his team heard about a place of prayer by a river
outside the city wall.

So, in terms of revitalization, we learn that when we pursue the Lord's work,

we need to look at what God is already doing. Sometimes the doors are
already open, and we just need to go through.

Prayer

Lord, show us what You have already set up, show us the open doors, so we
may pursue the work of Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
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NOTES

Day 14 A Spiritual Battle
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 17:18-19

“And many who had become believers came confessing and disclosing their
practices, while many of those who had practiced magic collected their books
and burned them in front of everyone.”

When someone decides to believe in Jesus a commitment is made to follow
Him. They have chosen to turn away from previous practices that may be
incompatible with the Christian faith and engage in a lifestyle and practices
which glorify God and magnify the name of Jesus.

Luke tells us about some believers in Ephesus who previously engaged in
magic arts. This was not “sleight of hand” magic we know today. It was more
sorcery and witchcraft. Because of their repentance and faith, they burned
their incantation books publicly to demonstrate their commitment to follow
Jesus.

A decision to follow Jesus is transformative, and we must recognize that such
a decision is essentially a battle of the heart, the will. Paul wrote, “For
although we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh,
since the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but are powerful
through God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish arguments and
every proud thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, and we
take every thought captive to obey Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10:3-5) In any
advance of the gospel, whether the planting of a church, the re-planting of a
church, or a church revitalization, we must recognize that it will be a spiritual
battle. And our weaponry is spiritual in nature.

Prayer

Lord, we acknowledge Your sovereign power in transforming the lives of
those who turn from sin and in faith turn to You as Lord and Savior. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.
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Day 1 Preparing for a Significant Movement of God
Rick Fisher

Read Il Chronicles 7:14

“If My people, who are called by My name. will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (KJV)

The primary way God works in the world to achieve His purposes is through
His people, the church. Henry Blackaby, in his book What the Spirit is Saying
to the Churches, states: “God is always at work around us, and He personally
communicates His will to His people, inviting each church to join in His
activity in specific ways.” It is not the role of the church to determine what we
want to do for God because He already knows what He is purposing. When
we hear His voice, understand where He is inviting us to join Him in His work
and respond in obedience, He will release His power in us to accomplish His
purposes through us.

If God's people are oriented to His voice, they will be used mightily by Him.
But, if they are not oriented to His voice, there will be no power and nothing
of eternal value will be accomplished. The church must move beyond the
opinions of people and be led by the mind of Christ. Otherwise, the entire
mission of the people of God will be in jeopardy.

To experience a fresh moving of God among His people, we must prepare
our hearts for a fresh encounter with the person, mind, and heart of God.
Today, let us focus on being still before the Lord, parking our hearts in His
presence for an extended period of time. He has will draw near to us (James
4:8).

Prayer

Father, we need to hear from You. As we draw near to You by reading Your
Word and praying Your Word, we ask that You reveal Your character, Your
ways, Your purposes to us in fresh and powerful ways. (Psalm 27:8, 145:18;
Jeremiah 29:12-13; Hebrews 10:19-22, 11:6; Romans 11;33-36; Ephesians 1:7-
12; | Corinthians 2:10; Il Corinthians 3:5)

e AUTHOR: Rick Fisher
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NOTES

Day 2 Repentance
Rick Fisher

Read Isaiah 59:1-2

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, nor His ear
heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your
God: and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”

We began our devotional prayer journey on Day One by seeking to know
God more fully; especially to know His character, who He is. As we see God
for who He is, we begin to see ourselves for who we are. When Isaiah
encountered God (Isaiah 6), he experienced God's holiness, the centerpiece
of His character. Isaiah’s first reaction was to see himself in light of a holy
God: "woe is me, for | am undone! Because | am a man of unclean lips and |
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.”

God intends for His people to walk in fellowship with Him and in this love
relationship, He speaks to reveal His purposes, plans and ways. But scripture
reminds us that there is a problem in the relationship and the problem is that
our sin separates from God and the awareness of His presence. Isaiah 59:1
clearly states that the issue is not with God, but with us.

Do you sense you are hearing from God, that you have an awareness of His
presence? Does your church have a clear understanding about what God is
saying to you and how He is calling you to join Him and His work? Do you
view life from God's perspective? Could it be there is unconfessed sin in the
lives of God's people that is preventing hearing His voice, sensing His
presence, and knowing His will?

God waits for us to adjust our lives to His standards before He chooses to

speak to us. The first step in our adjusting is repentance, agreeing with God
about our sin, naming the sin before Him and seeking His forgiveness.

Prayer

God, we have sinned against You. Search our hearts. Reveal our sin as
individuals and as a church. As You show us our sin, we will repent and turn
from that sin, seek Your forgiveness and cleansing so You can do a fresh
work in and through us. (Psalm 139:23-24; | John 1:8-9; Malachi 3:7)

PRAVER GUIDES
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“’Christ and His Church”

NOTES

Day 3 Surrender
Rick Fisher

Read Luke 9:23

“Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.””

A theme that characterizes successful teams, whether in sports or business, is
that each member is willing to subjugate their personal agenda in order to
see the team succeed.

Jesus indicated that He was looking for followers with a specific character to
be part of His Kingdom team on earth. First, there must be a desire to be in a
relationship with Jesus, to follow Him as the leader. Second is a willingness to
deny self, to surrender personal desires, plans and preferences to His greater
agenda for them.

Jesus continued in Luke 9:24: the people who choose to follow Jesus will save
their lives by losing it. Through the attitude and action of surrender, followers
of Jesus find life, both abundant and eternal. Do you have a predisposition to
say "yes"” to whatever God reveals to you as His agenda? Are you ready to
make the necessary adjustments in your attitudes, priorities, relationships in
order to embrace what Jesus has in mind for your life and His church?

Our culture screams “it's all about me”. Am | willing to turn off the noise of
the world so | can hear the voice of Jesus clearly? Am | ready to surrender
my agenda and preferences so | can be a part of something much bigger
than me, a Kingdom agenda that will bear eternal fruit? Are we as a church
willing to make any adjustment God asks of us so we can experience a fresh
encounter with His power, so that we can become all that He has in mind?

Prayer

Father, You desire to work in and through Your people to build Your
Kingdom. Would You do in me and in our church whatever it takes to shape
us into people You are please to work through? As You reveal Your agenda
to us, may our first words be “YES, LORD!!” (Il Chronicles 16:9; Romans 12:2;
Matthew 26:39; Galatians 2:20; Il Timothy 1:9)

PRAVER GUIDES
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NOTES

Day 4 The Headship of Christ
Rick Fisher

Read Colossians

“And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

Begin by reading the larger context for this verse: Colossians 1:15-18. This
picture of Christ helps us understand His role in creation, salvation, and the
work of His church. He is the Head of the church, the sole authority.

The church exists to glorify God and to make disciples (followers of Jesus).
The church exists to be salt and light in the community where God has placed
His people. Jesus died so that the church might reflect and His character and
live out the purposes for which it exists.

People do not build the church from their plans and efforts; Christ as the
Head builds the church (Matthew 16:18). He does this through a personal,
loving relationship with His people as He reveals His mind and heart to them.
From this daily relationship of prayer and time in scripture, Christ empowers
and uses His people to see His church become all that He purposes.

Anything can be accomplished by a group of believers are willing to
surrender themselves fully to the Headship of Christ Through His death,
burial, and resurrection, Christ established Himself as the ultimate leader of
those who choose to embrace the purposes for which they exist.

Prayer

Father, forgive us for any way we have trusted our own efforts over the
leadership of Christ as the Head. Restore us to a place of desiring to fulfill
everything Christ purposes for us. May we be known as a people who reflect
Your character where You placed our lives. (Proverbs 3:5-6; Hebrews 3:1-6; |
Peter 4:11; Colossians 1:9-12; Ephesians 4:15-16)
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Day 5 Christ’s Purpose for His Church
Rick Fisher

Read Revelation 2:4-5

“Nevertheless, | have this against you; that you have left your first love.
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works,
or else | will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place —
unless you repent.”

In their book, Flickering Lamps, Henry and Richard Blackaby state the
scriptures teach that God has three primary purposes for the Church: to
glorify God, make disciples and bless their community. As God's people seek
to live out His purposes, the Holy Spirit helps each church pursue these
purposes given their unique circumstances and the gifts of the people Christ
has placed in His church.

In Revelation 2, Christ had a harsh word for the church at Ephesus. While they
were doing many things well, they had lost the focus on their “first love”, the
relationship with their Head! Christ challenged the Ephesian Christians to
remember their first calling, repent of their sin and return to the primacy of
their love relationship with Him. Out of that relationship, He would lead them
into fulfilling His purposes in His ways.

Following Christ as the head means we evaluate everything we do in light of
the primary purposes He has for His church. While we may do many good
things, are they accomplishing the purposes for which we exist? Henry
Blackaby states: “Churches bring God glory when they focus on what He
cares about — when they act, talk, and look like Christ.”

Prayer

Father, we know it is Your desire that we live out Your purposes for us as
individual believers and as a church. Forgive us for being distracted by
secondary matters. Give us a heart to remember Your words, repent of our
sin and pursue only the works that glorify You. (Psalm 86:11-12; Romans
11:36; Mark 12:29-30; Matthew 28:18-20; Matthew 5:13-16; Jeremiah 29:7)

e AUTHOR: Rick Fisher
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NOTES

Day 6 Christ’s Plans for His Church
Rick Fisher

Read Isaiah 55:8-9

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways’, says the
Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher that the earth, so are My ways higher than
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts’.”

Christ not only has purposes for His Church but plans for accomplishing
them. The challenge is that we do not think like God does. Christ promised
He would build His church. His desire is to be actively involved in every
aspect of church life. Christ is the Head and He wants to direct His church!

The challenge is when we use our thinking, it is no higher or better than the
fallen world’s way of thinking. As we seek what is on the mind and heart of
God, He reveals His purposes and plans to us (Jeremiah 33:3). The Holy Spirit
within each of God's people then guides us into the will of God. We begin to
do God's will, God's way! He will show us how to do what He has purposed
for us to do.

One of the marks of a church God uses is that in all things the people pray
first. The Holy Spirit then works to move us from people-centered thinking to
God-oriented thinking. We then have the opportunity to trust God to guide
us into the right paths.

Prayer

Father, we acknowledge and confess our tendency to try to do Your work the
world’s way. Forgive us and cleanse us of our self-centeredness. We want to
know Your plans so we can live and minister in ways that will bring Your
blessings and produce abundant fruit. (John 15:7-8; 17:20-23; | Peter 4:7-11;
Acts 4:29-31; Matthew 16:15-18; Proverbs 3:5-6)
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Day 7 Christ’s Presence in His Church
Rick Fisher

Read Revelation 2:2

“I know your works...”

To each of the seven churches the Risen Christ addressed in Revelation 2-3,
He spoke these words, “I know your works". To know their works, Christ had
to be present in the midst of the church. Often, we find ourselves praying “be
with us”, but is this biblical? We should pray, “make us aware of how very
present You are”. When we gather in corporate worship, we do more than
sing songs and hear a sermon. We encounter the transforming presence of
the Risen Christ!

Through His presence, Christ pursues a personal love relationship with us,
revealing His activity, His purposes and plans to us. He then invites us to join
Him in what He is doing around us. His presence brings an accountability for
what He purposes for us to do. He looks for obedience and in those places of
disobedience, He looks of repentance.

Every believer and church are equipped with spiritual senses designed to help
us be aware of the presence and activity of our Head. In His presence, there is
no need to be anxious or fearful. Because of who He is, the Risen Christ gives
us confidence to enter the future with expectation that our Leader will direct
us in ways that produce much spiritual fruit and bring blessings to many. Any
church, no matter the size or location, has complete access to the fullness of
the presence of the Risen Christ and all that can mean for them!

Prayer

Father, we acknowledge that the Risen Christ is present in His church. He is in
each of us as His followers and He is among all of us as a congregation. Make
us fully aware of all that means and empower us to live in that awareness
daily. May the presence of the Risen Christ transform all that we are and all
that we do as a church! (I Corinthians 2:12-16; Hebrews 13:5; Ephesians 4:11-
16; Psalm 16:11)
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Day 8 Christ's Power at Work in His Church
Rick Fisher

Read Ephesians 1:22-23

“And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”

Take a moment to read the entire text of Ephesians 1:15-23. This is a clear
reminder of the power that is available to every church that acknowledges
the Risen Christ as their Head. As | served for 30 years in the local church,
most of that as a senior pastor, | discovered that the power of Christ was
displayed in a variety of circumstances and decisions, both large and small.
We may seek His power only when we have large decisions or challenging
circumstances, but the Risen Christ is very present in the ordinary. Henry and
Richard Blackaby state: “Often we long for spectacular displays of God's
infinite power in our churches. But most often, God's power is experienced
through the steady grind of ordinary living as we faithfully obey the last thing
God told us to do.”

Perhaps our greatest challenge is faith. We can know that we have access to
all the power we need to accomplish anything (Matthew 19:26), but has that
truth made its way to our hearts and affected the way we think, plan and
behave? When we sense God is inviting us to join Him, do we measure our
obedience by what we can do, what we have in terms of resources, or in light
of who we have as our Head? Could it be that the Risen Christ, who is present
among us and sees/knows us is waiting on us to move from trusting what we
can do to abandoning ourselves to what only He can do?

When we focus ourselves and our church fully on who we serve as our leader,
it becomes difficult to imagine there is anything too hard for Him!

Prayer

Lord Jesus, we confess there have been times when we have trusted
ourselves and our abilities and ways. We repent of our lack of trust in Your
power. Remind us how powerful You are, and may that truth impact every
decision we make. We trust You with the future and every aspect of our lives
and this church. (Luke 1:37; Ephesians 1:15-23; Acts 1:8; Il Peter 1:3;
Colossians 1:28-29; Revelation 4:9-11)
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Day 9 Christ’s Provision for His Church
Rick Fisher

Read Philippians 4:19

“And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.”

Do we really believe the truth found in this verse? Do live with a daily
awareness of this truth, facing decisions with this truth guiding and shaping
our lives? Recently, | spoke with a leader whose organization felt God was
leading them to take a step of faith to expand their staff in order to engage a
specific group of people but there was no financial provision available.
Practically, the answer was “no”. However, God had spoken clearly and when
God speaks, the next thing we do reveals what we really believe about His
power and provision. The leadership team decided to take this step of faith.
Within the next 30 days, they received more than enough funds to secure the
staff expansion well into the future.

Is there a reason for God to provide if we are not following His agenda? As
Henry Blackaby has often stated: “God did not promise to supply our good
intentions. He promised to provide for our obedience”. His provision can
come in a variety of ways: leaders, finances, circumstances and more, but
there is nothing that is beyond the capacity of His provision!

My experience has been that when a congregation seeks the mind and heart
of God, senses what is on His agenda and moves to make adjustments to
they can obey, God releases His power and provision in ways that are beyond
anything the church can imagine. The Risen Christ bases His plans for His
church not on our resources, but on His ability to provide what is needed for
our obedience.

Prayer

Father, forgive us for failing to trust You for the provision to accomplish what
You purposed for us. Too often we have trusted in our abilities and
resources. We commit to say “yes” to everything You place in our hearts to
do for You, regardless of the circumstances or challenges. (Ephesians 3:20-21;
Hebrews 13:20-21; | John 3:22; Revelation 3:8)

@ AUTHOR: Rick Fisher
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Day 10 Christ’s Future for His Church
Rick Fisher

Read Jeremiah 29:11

“For | know the plans | have for you’, declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you
and not to harm you. Plans to give you hope and a future'”

The Risen Christ asked John to send messages to each of the seven churches
mentioned in Revelation 2-3. With each message, Christ revealed that He was
present in His church and that He knew priorities and works of each one.
However, He also knew the solution for each church to have a vibrant and
effective future. Regardless of the sin that had hindered them, Christ had a
plan for a future filled with hope. We do not know the future. However, if we
live in a love relationship with Christ, we have access to the One who does
know, and He knows the plans He has for His people today and tomorrow.
Just as with the churches in Revelation, much of the future Christ has for us
requires us to make adjustments in order to see His provision and blessing.

| am aware of a church that was growing in number, but the leadership
sensed they were not impacting their community in positive ways for the
Kingdom. The leaders invited the congregation to enter an extended time of
specific prayer over several weeks. Each week, they sought God's heart and
mind, asking Him to reveal where He was at work in the community and
where they should join Him. At the conclusion of the season of prayer, God
had revealed three specific areas of His activity. The church moved quickly to
adjust both priorities and resources. God honored their obedience by using
this church to impact hundreds of lives in their community in years to come.

Let the Risen Christ set the agenda for your future. Obey Him with the

confidence and understanding that He can provide all that is needed for you
to accomplish whatever He leads you to do.

Prayer

Father, we know the Risen Christ has been appointed as Head of this church.
He knows the future that would bring the Kingdom more fully to the people
and area where you have planted our lives. We desire to glorify You by being
obedient to what is revealed to us as we pray. (Luke 9:23-25; Psalm 32:8; |
Corinthians 2:9-11; Ephesians 2:10; Hebrews 12:1-2; Romans 12:2; 15:13)
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Day 1 Trusting in God's Plan
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 1:1-11

A US Marine was trapped in a cave with the enemy quickly approaching. He
prayed and asked God to spare his life. He noticed a spider building a web
over the front of his cave. He thought, “What | need is a brick wall and the
Lord has sent me a spider web.” To his amazement the enemy passed by the
cave entrance and his life was spared because the spider web gave the
appearance as if no one had entered for quite some time. (Story from Steve
Champeau, “The Utah Veteran”) Nehemiah's prayer reflected three ways he
trusted God and his example is a great encouragement for church
revitalization.

We must acknowledge our current reality.
Our fear of the future often drives a denial of reality.
Nehemiah didn't deny the reality of Jerusalem. He
acknowledged it and sought God for the sake of his
homeland. We must learn to trust God in spite of
circumstances.

We must turn to God for His plan.
We need to seek God first instead of waiting until our plan
goes wrong. Nehemiah praised God for His faithfulness and
confessed the sin of his people. We must trust God's plan for
His people.

We must stand on His promises.
We need to be more aware of God's promises. Nehemiah
prayed the promises of God. We must trust God to keep His
promises.

God may work in ways that we don’t anticipate, but He ways can always
be trusted.

Prayer

Lord, help us to trust You as we seek to see Your church and our lives
revitalized for Your glory! Amen!

E@ AUTHOR: Lee Butler
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Day 2 Learning to Be Patient
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 2:1-8

“And the king granted them to me because the good hand of my God was on
me.” Nehemiah 2:8 (NAS)

A four-year old boy asked his mother: “Are we there yet?” His mother asked
him to be quiet and stop asking that question to which he responded: “Will |
still be four when we get there?”

Nehemiah teaches us a lesson in leadership that is so hard to learn and even
more difficult to practice... wait for it.... Patience. While it is true that
revitalization calls for intentional relationships and action, it also calls for us
to remain in a posture of waiting for God to reveal His timing. The
temptation for some in situations like Nehemiah faced is to launch a quick
response in the name of justice for God’s people. We must be careful to
discern God's timing as He works in our lives and in the life of our churches.
The change that is needed in many cases must be brought with
compassionate and strategic patience as well as intention. Nehemiah prayed
for FOUR MONTHS and waited for God's timing to be revealed!

As a result of Nehemiah's prayerful and patient response to the situation,
God developed in his mind a well thought out plan which emphasized
Nehemiah's heart to help his people and this plan impressed the king. The
fact that the king granted Nehemiah's request for the materials and
permission to do the work confirmed God's timing and plan.

God'’s ways are perfect, and His timing is perfect! When God reveals His
timing, His provision is sure to follow!

Prayer

Lord, help us to discern Your ways and Your timing. Help us to have patience
as we navigate the paths of revitalization. Amen!
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Day 3 Encouraging the People
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 2:17-20

“Then they said, ‘Let us arise and build. So, they put their hands to the good
work."” Nehemiah 2:18

In his study Bible, Dr. Charles Stanley comments, “Nehemiah could not have
accomplished what God put on his heart unless he had encouraged the
Lord’s people in the task.”

Although it may seem like an obvious thought, we must always remember
that the people of the church must support the work of the church. The
active obedience of His people bears witness to the community that God is at
work transforming hearts and lives for eternity.

We often want to do things ourselves because we foolishly believe we are the
ones best suited to do them “right.” While God will surely give us plenty of
opportunities to serve Him according to His will, He has also called His
people, the body of Christ to serve Him. The people responded when
Nehemiah encouraged them by sharing the needs of the moment as well as
what God had been doing up to that point.

God has not called pastors to bring revitalization to churches without the
loving and prayerful support of the congregation. As leaders we need to
make the needs of the church known and help encourage the people to meet
the needs by sharing what God has already been doing.

Many churches face a difficult and uncertain future, but they can face it
best when they are encouraged by God’s man who loves to see the
opportunities for the glory of God to be made manifest through the lives
of His people!

Prayer

Lord, help us to bring encouragement to Your church as we share the hope
we have in You to restore our spiritual vitality and bring You glory in our
communities. Amen!

E@ AUTHOR: Lee Butler
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NOTES

Day 4 Overcoming Adversity
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 4:1-23

“Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and
fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses.”
L Nehemiah 4:14

In times when my kids are going through various trials in relationships, |
always encourage them with two thoughts: 1. You cannot control what others
do or how they act, but you can control your response to them. 2. Always
remember who you are and Whose you are. As we pursue revitalization,
Satan will always try to relate to us according to our weakness and past
failures. He will mock our life's work through the mouths of his people, but
he cannot change what God desires to do in and through our life.

The enemies of God’s work through Nehemiah mocked the work and
threatened to destroy it and the people, but the reminder that “the Lord is
great and awesome” gave them the courage to overcome the adversity they
faced. Satan does not want the church to have an effective witness in our
communities and he will seek to destroy it. We must not allow the harsh
words and actions of those who need our message of hope and salvation
through Jesus to cause us to give up the work of making disciples. We must
help our congregations overcome adversity and remember who they are and
Whose they are.

Remember that God will always relate to us in light of His great plan for
our life; not according to the lies of the enemy.

Prayer

Lord, give us wisdom to help Your church overcome the adverse times of our
day. Remind us of Your plan for the church and of Your great and awesome
power to carry it out. Amen!

PRAVER GUIBES
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Day 5 Pursuing a Purpose
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 6:16-7:3

“When all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations surrounding us saw it,
they lost their confidence; for they recognized that this work had been
accomplished with the help of our God.”  Nehemiah 6:16

Rome may not have been built in a day, but Nehemiah finished the wall
around Jerusalem in 52 days! Even so, this did not mark the end of
“revitalization in Jerusalem.” God had accomplished the rebuilding of the wall
but His plan to rebuild the faith of His people was not yet complete.
Practitioners in the work of revitalization often remark, “Revitalization is a
process, not a program.” How much more is this true of God's work in our
lives?

Mark Clifton encourages leaders with the reminder that Heaven alone will
reveal the results of our Kingdom work done while on earth. This work on
earth will not be completed and we will not be perfected until Jesus returns.
In the meantime, we must remain focused on the reason that we seek
revitalization in our churches. We must persevere in our efforts to be used of
God to reflect His glory in our communities. Nehemiah's neighbors “lost
confidence” (gave up) in their plan to stop the work because they saw it was
accomplished by God's power.

The work of revitalization is not that of completing a program, it's

pursuing the purpose of reflecting of the glory of God as He works in our
communities.

Prayer

Lord, help us not grow weary in lifting up Your name so that all will see Your
glory. May we reflect the Light of the world as we follow You. Amen!

E@ AUTHOR: Lee Butler
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NOTES

Day 6 Rebuilding the Church
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 8:1-12

“Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.”
Nehemiah 8:5

Nehemiah chapters one through seven is about rebuilding God's wall;
Nehemiah eight through thirteen is about rebuilding God's people. What
God had accomplished through the rebuilding of the wall positioned the faith
of the people to be rebuilt.

Sometimes when a congregation has been facing years of decline, it's too
easy to forget that it was planted as a Gospel witness to the community. If we
are not careful, we will make assumptions about the history of the church
that not only distract us from our calling, but sabotages relationships that are
essential for future hope. As Ezra comes and reads God's word, we see two
essential responses from the people that must remain paramount in
revitalization: 1. The desire of the people to hear from God through His Word
2. The desire of the people to honor God in response to His Word.

Jesus is the cornerstone of the church and He is the "Word that became flesh
and dwelt among us.” Those who heard Him and responded to Him found
hope and salvation. Those who rejected Him were left in despair. Though
many of our churches are in need of physical repair, the greatest task of
rebuilding is to be done in the hearts of our people. We must depend on
God's Word to drive the process.

God builds His people through His Word as they desire to hear from Him
and respond to Him.

Prayer

Lord, keep us from neglecting the chief work of your Word in rebuilding the
church. May we hear and respond to Your Word. Amen!
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7-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT HEART:
“A Prayerful Longing to See God’s Glory”

NOTES

Day 7 Empowering Leaders
Lee Butler

Read Nehemiah 3:1-22

“Moreover, next to him the Tekoites made repairs, but their nobles did not
support the work of their masters.” Nehemiah 3:5

Perhaps everyone is not a leader. Perhaps not every leader assumes
empowerment. Revitalization requires leadership. Lack of leadership has
hindered many efforts towards revitalization in the local church. What should
our prayerful response be in regard to this situation?

Though we can learn various leadership skills from Nehemiah, he shows us a
key component in responding to God'’s call to bring fresh life into our
churches. We must help our churches empower leaders to serve in areas in
which they are gifted and are passionate about serving. This requires
intentionality and prayerful consideration. Three practical steps in this
process are: 1. lllustrating the intersection of the need at hand and giftedness
of those who can meet the need 2. Providing the opportunity to respond to
the need and a compelling vision to follow 3. Celebrating the work that has
been accomplished. Many responded but some did not.

The ones who did respond were passionate about repairing and defending
the areas in which they lived, but up to this point they had not rebuilt the
wall. Nehemiah's leadership reflected the practical steps above as he led the
people to meet the needs at hand. They did so in record time and they
celebrated before moving on to the next part of their mission.

God desires His people to passionately respond to needs around them
according to the gifts He has given to them.

Prayer

Lord, teach us what it means to empower the leaders of Your church to serve
as You would have them serve. Help me be the leader you desire me to be
for Your glory. Amen!

PRAVER GUIBES
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“Healthy Practices of the Believer”

Day 1  First Prayer for the Church: To Develop the Relationship
Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 1:15-17
“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may

give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better.” Ephesians 1:17 (NIV)

Paul prayed that the Christians would take the time needed to develop the
relationships necessary to live a fruitful and blessed Christian life.

My relationship with God is what makes life possible for me. This is true for
us as individuals and as a church. Therefore, developing our relationships
with God through prayer is a top priority.

Revitalization begins in our personal relationships with the Lord.

We don’t have a church unless relationships with God in the name of His Son
and by the power of the Holy Spirit form the core of who the church is. This
is one reason why there are so many problems in the church in North
America today — too many people who say they are part of the church do not
have the relationship with God that they need.

Do we ever struggle with knowing what God's will is in a particular situation?
The only way we can discern God's will for us is to have relationships with
Him that makes such knowledge possible. If I'm having a hard time figuring
out what God wants me to do in a particular situation, | need to check on my
relationship with Him at that point in time.

Too many Christians neglect their relationships with God and act like nothing
is wrong. Too many of us as church leaders neglect our relationships with
God and act like nothing is wrong. Please pray that you and every person
who comes to your church will develop a deep and growing relationship with
God.

Prayer

Lord, help me to grow in my relationship with You. Lead me to practice the
spiritual disciplines necessary to help me become the follower of Jesus that
You have saved me to be. Amen.

E@ AUTHOR: Bob Lowman
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NOTES

Day 2 Second Prayer for the Church: To See the Possibilities
Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 1:17-18
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may

know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people...” Ephesians 1:18

The first prayer is that we would develop our relationships with God. To have
a relationship with Almighty God opens the door to all of the blessings
available to the believer. The possibilities are infinite! So, the second prayer is
that we would see what God can do in, thru, and around us when we trust
and follow Him.

Have you seen with the eyes of faith the riches of God's glorious inheritance
for you? Peterson paraphrases verse 18 in this way: “to grasp the immensity
of this glorious way of life He has for Christians.”

Pause and let your imagination go as you realize this truth: What God can do

is available to you! Yes, what God can do is available to you. This is a hope we
must know and share. Tell a fellow Christian: What God can do is available to

you. Say to your church family: What God can do is available to you.

But hear a warning: there are no possibilities if you do not have a relationship
with God in Christ. Without the relationship, there are no possibilities. With

the relationship, the possibilities are infinite!

Let this glorious truth build your faith! Trust in the God who has a glorious
inheritance ready for you today.

Prayer

Lord, help me to see with eyes of faith what the amazing possibilities are as |
trust and obey You day by day. Help my church family to see the possibilities
and believe in all You can do for Your glory and our good.

PRAVER GUIDES
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Day 3  Third Prayer for the Church: To Experience God's Power
Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 1:17-21

“...and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the
same as the mighty strength....” Ephesians 1:19

Paul prayed that the church would see the possibilities and experience the

power necessary to achieve those possibilities. He prayed the church would
"know the immeasurable greatness of His power.” The Amplified Bible says
“the immeasurable, unlimited, surpassing greatness of His power..."

That, friends, is God-sized power! This power is the same as the power which
raised Jesus from dead, according to verse 20, and it is available to us as
individuals and as the church.

Put the second prayer and the third prayer together: as we know God'’s
possibilities and experience His power, we take part in God's redemptive plan
for the world, starting in our own neighborhood. This is so much bigger than
us. It's not just about us and our church — this is part of God's redemption of
all who believe.

Paul prayed that we would know this power. Question is, do we? Do you
know the power of God at work in your life? He has made it available to
those who have relationships with Him.

Here's another warning: this power is available only to those who know and
hope toward God's possibilities for us, not our own. It's easy to crave God's
power to do what we want to do. It's more of a challenge to desire His
power so that He can accomplish His plans through us.

But, think what God can do with believers who have growing relationships

with Him, who realize the possibilities of depending on Him, and who rely on
His power at work in and through them — the possibilities are God-sized!

Prayer

Father, today, | depend on Your supernatural power to be my strength. In my
weakness, show me what You can do as | depend fully on You. Thank You!

E@ AUTHOR: Bob Lowman
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Day 4 Fourth Prayer for the Church: To Follow Jesus as Lord
Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 1:22-23

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church...”. Ephesians 1:22

Paul’s prayer changes tone in verse 22. He moves from asking God to help
the church to telling the church through prayer the truth about Jesus. In
verses 22-23, Paul says that God put everything under Jesus' feet and
appointed Him as head over everything for the church, which is His body.
Jesus is our Head. Jesus is in charge.

Pray that we will show we know this truth by following Him as Lord. Jesus is
Lord of all. If He is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all. If He is Lord of us, we
see what He sees, we go where He leads, we think what He thinks, we do as
He commands.

Yes, this is difficult for people like us who want to do what we want to do.
Not only difficult, it's impossible apart from God's power at work in us. We
want our way. We crave our things. Only God's redeeming power at work
within can cause us to follow Jesus as we ought.

Please pray that we will submit to the Lord Christ and follow Him faithfully.
Pray this for yourself, pray this for your church family. So many problems
could be averted if we yielded fully to the Lordship of Jesus, following Him as
Head of the Church.

You've probably caught on by now that these four prayers are
interconnected. Without the relationships, we can't see God's possibilities.
Without the possibilities, there is no need for power. Without God's power at
work, we cannot follow Jesus as Lord.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for giving Your life so we could know life abundant and
eternal. May we bring You glory and our community good, because we have
decided to follow Jesus. In Your name and for Your fame we pray. Amen.

PRAVER GUIDES
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Day 5 Fifth Prayer for the Church: The Worthy Life

Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 4:1-6

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in
love.” Ephesians 4:2

When it comes to relationships with others, especially in the church, Paul
insists that there be a balance between profession and practice. In other
words, if you are a born again Christian, you need to live like one. In
Ephesians 4:1-6, Paul outlines four qualities and one activity necessary in
living a worthy life as a follower of Jesus.

The first quality is humility, consider others more important than us. By
practicing humility, we position ourselves to experience the power of God.

The second quality is gentleness, one of the fruits of the Spirit. In case you're
wondering why gentleness is so important, have you ever been in a difficult
situation and someone was really nice to you, encouraging you, gently caring
for you? Remember how good that felt? That's why.

The third quality is patience, another fruit of the Spirit. This is love that is
willing to wait. In churches today, impatience frequently causes division, hurt,
and damage. Patience brings unity and strength.

The fourth quality is forbearance, or bearing with one another in love. As an
old saying goes, “to live above with the saints we love, that will be glory; to live
below, with saints we know, that's a different story.” This quality is a readiness
to live with the faults and idiosyncrasies of others, knowing we have our own.

When Jesus prayed for us in John 17, He prayed that we would be one,

united, so the world would know He has come. Unity is the ultimate goal for
the church. We must be united to be effective in reaching others for Christ.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me live a life worthy of Your calling to me. Help me to live
with humility, gentleness, patience and forbearance, following Your lead to
maintain unity in the church. Thank You for making this possible. ~ Amen.

E@ AUTHOR: Bob Lowman
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NOTES

Day 6 Sixth Prayer for the Church: The Spirit-filled Walk

Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 5:15-21

“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise...”
Ephesians 5:15

Life is a journey taken one step, one day at a time — For the Christian, the Holy
Spirit is in us...helping us in each of those steps we take.

This passage tells us three ways to walk day by day:

1. Walk carefully, not foolishly (verse 15). We cannot leave our living
to chance, but must make wise decisions and follow Jesus well.

2. Make the most of the time, since the days are evil (verse 16). Each
day is a valuable gift — we must use those days wisely.

3. Understand what the Lord’s will is (verse 17). Here Paul is not
referring to some difficult decision we must make, but to God's will as
revealed in Scripture, understanding the Bible and applying it to our living.

Then, verses 18-21 tell us what happens when we let the Holy Spirit fill and
direct us. Notice, what Paul says about how the Holy Spirit impacts our living:
Singing (verse 19). We're not talking about singing well, just singing, lifting
your voice to the Lord in worship. Doesn’'t matter what you sound like to
others, it is beautiful to the Lord when we worship Him with singing hearts.
Giving thanks (verse 20). The Spirit-filled Christian is a thankful Christian,
giving God the gratitude He deserves for His grace at work in and around us.
Submitting (verse 21). This effect causes us to be ready to humbly submit
ourselves to one another in the church. A Spirit-filled Christian is a submissive
Christian, one who is ready to show love and yield to others.

If a church demonstrates these effects of the Spirit's work in their fellowship,

they show they are ready for God to do whatever He needs to do to glorify
Himself in their midst, even if drastic changes need to come their way.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, have Your way in my life and in my church so others will know we
are walking with You, following You. May our lost neighbors be amazed of
Your work and may You, God, receive glory. Amen
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Day 7 Seventh Prayer for the Church: The Struggle & Victory
Bob Lowman

Read Ephesians 6:10-18

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”. Ephesians 6:12

This passage of Scripture presents two rules for Christian living: 1) Be strong
in the Lord; and 2) Remember who the struggle is against.

The Lord is the source of our strength, and the devil is the source of our
struggles. Yes, we have to deal with the world, our flesh, and the devil in
living, but verse 12 makes the second rule clear: We do not struggle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers of darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. All of these opponents listed in verse 12 are spiritual in nature, and
are united with Satan as he makes war against those who follow the Lord.

So, we do all we must do to gain strength from the Lord day-by-day so that
we can stand against the devil's schemes. This passage describes those
sources of strength as the armor of God: the belt of truth, the breastplate of
righteousness, the shoes of Gospel peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.

These pieces of armor are not mechanical but relational — we have their
strength through our relationships with God in Christ by the work of the Holy
Spirit.

We have these relational sources of strength so that we can stand and so that

we can pray. Ephesians 6:18 calls us to prayer four times in one verse — so, we
need to be praying, depending on the Lord who is provider of all our needs.

Prayer

Lord, | depend on You for the strength that | need to face my daily struggles.
Thank You for the victory over the enemies of my soul that tempt me turn

away from You. Lord, strengthen my relationship with You so that | can stand
and pray. And, | will watch You provide the needed victory day by day. Amen.

E@ AUTHOR: Bob Lowman
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NOTES

Day 1 God'’s Recipe for Revival
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and

pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” (NIV)

We desperately need our nation to turn back to God, but it must begin in the
church. The call of God in this verse is addressed to those who are known by
God's name. It is a call to turn back to him. The hope of the world does not
lie in human government, civic organizations, or self-help groups. Jesus said
the church would represent the hope of the world. Revival can only occur
when we do what God requires. Before God can reform our nation, the
church must get its own house in order.

This verse begins with the word “IF". Everything that follows hinges on that
one word. God is both willing and able to heal our land, but the fulfillment of
this promise will not occur until His conditions are met. When the conditions
are met, God will honor his promise.

Jesus promised that he would build his church and the gates of hell would

not prevail against it. We have forgotten what powerful things we can do
when we stand beside our omnipotent partner. It's time we remember again.

Prayer

Pray that we will fulfill the requirements of God so we can see revival in our
land.

PRAVER GUIDES
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NOTES

Day 2 Dependance on God
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

The first condition for revival is that God's people would humble themselves.
We have allowed the sin of pride to enter into our lives and our churches. We
have boasted in our programs, our personalities, and our possessions. Man
has stepped into the spotlight and taken center stage. We have forsaken our
dependence on God. Is it any wonder we have lost His divine power and
presence in our midst? God cannot work where pride exists.

Our response must be to humble ourselves. It is a clear command of God.
God does not do it for us. We must humble ourselves, repent of our pride
and turn back to dependence on Him. Until we meet this first condition, no
individual or church will experience the blessing of God. For revival to come
we must humble ourselves and die to self. There is no other way.

Can you identify where pride has crept into your life? Are you waiting for God

to humble you or are you willing to humble yourself? In what ways has the
church lost its dependence on God?

Prayer

Pray that God would forgive us the pride in our hearts and grant us the grace
to change our ways and our attitudes until we are fully dependent on Him.

PRAVER GUIDES
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NOTES

Day 3 The Power of Prayer
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

No revival has ever occurred without prayer. Priscilla Shirer says, “Prayer is
the portal that brings the power of heaven down to earth. It is kryptonite to
the enemy and to all his ploys against you.” Our prayers move the heart and
hand of God. Since God is all-powerful, there is no limit as to what prayer can
do.

Christians are feeble in their own strength but become mighty when they
pray. William Cowper said, “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint
upon their knees.” No wonder our enemy works so hard to keep us from

praying!

The power of prayer does not flow from us; it is not special words we say or
the special way we say them or even how often we say them. The power of
prayer comes from the all-powerful Savior who hears our prayers and
answers them. Prayer places us in contact with Almighty God, and we should
expect almighty results.

Jesse Penn-Lewis writes, “If there was a revival of prayer among the people of

God, there would soon be a revival of blessing in the world.” Will you commit
to ask God for a revival of prayer in your life and the church?

Prayer

We repent of our lack of prayer and pray that God may lead us to seek Him
again.
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Day 4 Seeking God's Face
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

In the Old Testament, whenever God was pleased with His people, His
pleasure was expressed by saying He turned His face toward them. The focus
of our praying should be to seek the face of God. Too often our prayers are
focused on seeking God'’s hand and not his face. We are concerned with
getting bigger and better things for the comforts of life. We ask to bless us
God without condition. Our prayers become focused on the things we want.
James 4:3 reminds us, “When you ask you do not receive, because you ask with
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

To seek God's face is to seek God's will. Prayer is not an exercise where we
bend God’s will and make it fit our own. Prayer is seeking the will of God and
following it. Prayer is the way of getting God's will done on the earth. God
longs to bless his people, but we must come to the place where we can know
the will of God. Successful prayer is finding the will of God and getting in on
it. 1 John 5:14 says, “Now this is the confidence that we have in him that if we
ask anything according to his will he hears us.”

Are your prayers Centered around what you want or are they focused on
what God wants?

Prayer

Pray that we would be motivated to seek the face and not just the hand of
God.
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NOTES

Day 5 Turning from Sin
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

The testimony of history is that when sin is present God's blessing is
withheld. God will not work where sin remains in His people. It is clear, that
sin has entered the church and Scripture states that judgement must begin at
the house of God. We are quick to condemn the world for its sin but fail to
see our own.

In every revival in history, “turning from sin” has been a predominant feature
among the people of God. In both Old and New Testament revivals there are
three elements that are always present: 1) Conviction of sin was real and
deep. 2) Sin was openly confessed. 3) Repentance was experienced as they
turned away from the sin they confessed.

We talk about revival, we want it, we need it, but we must understand that
God will not answer our prayer for revival where sin remains.

Do you want to see revival come to the church? It must begin with you. Are
you willing to pray what David prayed in Psalm 139:23-24?

Prayer

“Search me, O God and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts: and
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
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Day 6 The Blessings of God
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

The prophet Isaiah reminds us that God is all powerful and loves to work on
behalf of His people when he says, “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too
short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated
you from your God, your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not
hear.” We have the limitless power of God at our disposal, and we cannot
leave it locked up in Heaven. When we fulfill His requirements, He is willing to
do great things among us. We have the answer that will eliminate
corruption, greed and violence in our culture.

When the people of God meet the conditions of God his promises are
released upon them. Once that happens, the effects will flow to the rest of
the population. In 2 Chronicles He gives us a three-fold promise: 1) He will
hear our prayer. 2) He will forgive our sin. 3) He will heal our land. These
promises are spoken from the mouth of God Himself and none of His
promises have ever failed. There is no uncertainty here. He states clearly what
He WILL do. He always keeps His Word.

Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times that | assume either consciously or
subconsciously that my worth comes from what | can do or what | have done.
Help me to remember, though many times it seems contrary to what | feel,
that my value comes from what Christ has done on my behalf and has
secured for me. Amen.
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Day 7 Let Revival Begin
[1m Sieberhagen

Read Il Chronicles 7:14

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

God has an answer to every problem America faces. All we need is His favor
and His guidance. But it all depends on the Church: “if My people who are
called by My name....” We must respond to that call and encourage others to
do likewise. That is where the solution begins. God is not waiting for
unbelievers in America to get their act together. America’s future depends on
what the Church does. If the Church is nothing more than a polished
reflection of the fallen culture, then it will have little positive impact. If the
Church takes the right action, revival will take place that transforms the
culture.

The recipe for revival has never changed. The Scripture makes it clear that the
answer will not be found in the White House, the courthouse or the
schoolhouse but it will be found in the church house, in your house and in
my house. Will you respond to the call? Will you be part of the answer? The
promises are there, waiting to be fulfilled, IF we meet God's requirements.

Prayer

Ask God to enable you to become an instrument of revival in this generation.
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“Now What?”

Day 1 Remember the Gospel
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:1-23

“...Just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy
and blameless before him in love.” Ephesians 1:4 (NRSV)

Sometimes, we can get caught up in all the changes that have taken place
over the past season that we forget to pause and remember the “why".
Revitalization is not about change for the sake of change. It's a process that is
designed to get back to the original mission of the church. Sometimes, we
experience mission drift, and it is good to be reminded of what God has
saved us with and what God has saved us for.

This week, we are going to be focusing on Paul's central idea that the gospel
saves us by Christ and for Christ. A succinct way of summarizing the above
passage is to say that we have been blessed by God in Christ with every
spiritual blessing to be holy and blameless in love as sons and daughters,
secured by Christ for the purpose of uniting all things in Christ. We are going
to take one part of this statement each day and pray through what it means
for us as individuals and for us as a revitalized church.

Prayer

Pray this passage slowly out loud to yourself.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places,
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love.
He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will,
to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure he set forth in Christ,
as a plan for the fullness of time to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.”  Ephesians 1:3-10
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Day 2 Blessed by God in Christ
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:3a

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ..."

Real estate investors will tell you that the number one rule in real estate is
location, location, location. The reason why location is so important is
because it determines so many other things regarding the property. The size
of the property is insignificant compared to the location of the property. For
example, 1 acre of land in the middle of Montana is not going to have the
same property value as 1 acre of land in downtown New York. Additionally,
the location of our property in proximity to other properties and the things |
found on that property are going to determine the value of that property.
When Paul starts his letter by stating that God has blessed us in Christ, Paul is
dropping a location pin on where that blessing takes place—in Christ.

A church that has gone through the revitalization process can sometimes
forget that it was God who brought the change, it was God who softened
hearts, and it was God that created the catalyst for revitalization to happen.
And all of these things happened in Christ. Jesus Himself reminds us in John
15 that apart from Him we can do nothing. So, the first step in answering the
question “what now” is to remember that everything that has happened up
to this point has happened as a result of God's movement in your church as it
has sought to be in Christ.

Prayer

Stop and make a list of 3-5 ways you can specifically remember how God has
blessed you and your church over the past season of revitalization. Then
spend a few moments thanking God for each of those things.
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Day 3 With Every Spiritual Blessing
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:3

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places..."

Not only does the location of God's blessing matter, the substance of that
blessing matters as well. Paul tells us that God has given us every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places. The process of revitalization can be hard and
going through this process can often be exhausting. It's easy during these
seasons to feel as though we have nothing left in the tank.

Jesus—the embodiment of spiritual blessing—regularly encountered people
who were in desperate need, and he met those needs every time. However,
we also read that Jesus regularly got away to be still and pray. Meaning, even
the Son of God needed to rest and reflect on what God had called Him to.

The spiritual blessings that God offers us are free to all followers of Christ.
They cannot be taken away. They do not fade. They never rust. And they
cannot be taken from you. However, many times they go unnoticed because
we have busied ourselves with the work of revitalization. Take some time to
slow down for a few minutes to reflect on the spiritual blessings God has
given to you in Christ. The finished work of Christ on the cross and the power
of the resurrection are proof that the work of revitalization does not rest
entirely on your shoulders. In fact, take some time to simply sit and pray a
simple prayer like this:

Prayer

Father, today, | commit to being still in Your presence; remembering that |
have all | need in You. Amen.
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Day 4 To Be Holy and Blameless in Love
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:4

"..just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy
and blameless before him in love.”

Just about every house has a junk drawer. In that drawer are things, or pieces
of things, that at one time served a purpose. They may be pieces to an
appliance, extra batteries, or a Lego piece that somehow wound up on the
floor and you can't remember where it goes. Every now and then, it's good to
pull all those things out and to sort through the drawer and try to remember
what each thing was used for so that | can go back to serving its original
purpose.

Sometimes, the process of revitalization is so hard or there’s so many things
that are taking place, it can be easy to forget why certain things were begun
in the first place. It can also be easy to get off track and forget why God gave
us those spiritual blessings to begin with. Paul's answer is very simple: we are
to be holy and blameless in love. Every decision we make, every new program
we start, and every person who walks through our doors is to be viewed
through this lens. If there is something that's clouding our ability to be holy —
that is set apart — then we should try to figure out how to remove it. If there
is something that is keeping us from being blameless then we need to seek
how to bring reconciliation. It may be an apology that needs to be given, or
forgiveness that needs to be offered, or it could be something else God is
prompting you with. While difficult, holiness and blamelessness in love is the
goal—toward God first and toward others second.

So, the question is: what things are in your spiritual junk drawer that need to
be realigned so that you may be holy and blameless in love?

Prayer

God, | know that You have saved me in Christ for a purpose. Yet | know that
purpose is often clouded by things | bring to the table. Sometimes, these
may be good thing that have been misused or they may be some things that
haven't been used at all. Father, show me today those things that | may be
holy and blameless in love before You and before others. Amen.
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Day 5 As Sons and Daughters
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:5-6

"He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved."

There are certain things that we do for our kids that we would never do for
anyone else. For example, if someone showed up at your house at night and
knocked on your door and asked if they could crawl in the bed with you
because they've had a bad dream, you would call the police or. However, if
one of your children comes to your bedside and tells you the same thing, you
invite them in, cuddle them, and tell them that they are safe.

The blessings of God for the purpose of holiness and blamelessness in love
are given to his sons and his daughters. We are not strangers who are left to
try and figure out what we were to do and how we are to do it. We are God's
children which means we have access to come to him at every point in life.

The process of revitalization can feel very lonely. Sometimes, because of
changes that have been made, you may find yourself saying goodbye to
people you love and have known for a while. It can feel like a very lonely, very
difficult, often emotional process. However, we are reminded by Paul that this
process is not done in isolation, but it is done in the presence of and in
participation with our heavenly Father who loves us and has not abandoned
us. What about you? Do you feel the presence of God in your life? Can you
sense his nearness? Would you say that you would be able to come to God
as a child goes to their parent in the night? Regardless of however you feel,
this is true.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love and for making Yourself available.
Help me to sense Your nearness and give me the boldness to come to You
with everything that weighs heavy on my shoulders. Amen.
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Day 6 Secured by Christ
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:7-8

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.”

One time, when | was a child, | remember jumping into a pool in order to
play with friends. Unfortunately, in my excitement, | forgot that | didn't know
how to swim. It did not take long for me to begin sinking to the bottom of
the pool. It was the most helpless feeling that | have ever had. Within a
matter of seconds — though it felt like an eternity — a hand reached down and
pulled me out of the water and placed me back on dry ground.

The revitalization process can sometimes feel like jumping into a pool and
forgetting how to swim. You can feel the pressure and stress of so many
things that have changed, so many conversations that have happened, and
so many things that still need to be done. With all of these things taking
place, it can often feel like you're sinking to the bottom of the pool. However,
one important truth remains: as a follower of Jesus, you are secured by Christ
in God. This means, that your value does not come from how successful you
handled every part of the revitalization process. Your worth does not stem
from what people think of you or the decisions that you've made. No, you
have been secured by God in Christ. You have redemption through His blood.
You have the forgiveness of your sin. And you have the riches of His grace
that He has lavished on you. These are not things that you earned, and these
are not things that you can lose. They are secured for you by God in Christ.

Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times that | assume either consciously or
subconsciously that my worth comes from what | can do or what | have done.
Help me to remember, though many times it seems contrary to what | feel,
that my value comes from what Christ has done on my behalf and has
secured for me. Amen.
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Day 7 For the Purpose of Uniting All Things in Christ
Jason Rumbough

Read Ephesians 1:8-10

"With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness
of time to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”

One of the scariest things I've ever done is just sit on the front of a roller
coaster. When that roller coaster makes the initial climb up the hill and you
can hear the gears clicking as you get higher and higher, reaching the top
while exciting is also terrifying. There's a point when you get to the very top
that you can't see the tracks in front of you, all you can see is the sky above.
At some point, the back half of the coaster makes it far enough to send you
plunging across the tracks below. Even though this process is a terrifying
adrenaline rush, I've never once been afraid to get back on the roller coaster.
The reason why is because | know that despite what my eyes are telling me,
that track is keeping that roller coaster from flying off. | also know that that
track has a definitive beginning and ending. At some point, the ride is over
and the riders get off safe and excited, ready to do it again.

Despite the chaos and seemingly out of control process of revitalization, Paul
reminds us that not only does God have a plan in place, but this plan also
ends with all things in heaven and on earth united in Christ. This plan, set
forth in Christ, will reach its climax and, in the fullness of time, will be
complete as promised and as planned. In other words, God's plan for the
church is unity in Christ—and He will see it through until the end.

Prayer

Father, thank You that Your plan for the world and Your plan for this church
do not rely on my wisdom, my insight, my ability, or my strength. Instead,
they rely on You, and | believe that You will bring it to completion when the
time is right. Help me to trust that Your plan is on the right track, even when
it feels chaotic and out of control. Amen.
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